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Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  second  Annual  Report,  for  the  year  ending  December 

31st,  1904. 

The  population  is  estimated  at  11,209,  the  area  in  acres  of  the  district  being  75,219. 

There  have  been  305  births  during  the  year,  the  rate  being  27-21  per  thousand.  Of  these 
168  were  males,  and  137  females;  there  were  15  illegitimate  males  and  9  females. 

The  deaths  number  196,  being  17’48  per  thousand,  an  increase  of  2-74  per  thousand  over  the 
year  1903.  Ninety-six  of  the  deaths  were  males  and  1 00  females.  The  number  of  deaths  under 
1  year  was  36,  being  1  less  than  in  1903. 

Deaths  occurring  in  the  Union  Workhouse  were  18  in  number,  exceeding  those  in  1903  by  5. 
There  has  been  much  sickness  at  various  periods  of  the  year,  and  it  has  been  spread  over  a 
wide  area,  being  due  to  epidemics  of  mumps,  whooping  cough,  and  measles. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  schools  that  have  been  closed  on  account  of  epidemics,  together 
with  the  nature  of  the  outbreak  and  dates : — 

I. — Rushall  School.  For  mumps,  from  January  12th  to  January  26th. 

II. — Pewsey  Schools.  Were  closed  on  account  of  mumps  on  November  20th,  1903,  and 
not  re-opened  until  January  4th,  1904. 

III. — Upavon  School.  For  mumps,  from  January  25th  to  February  22nd. 

IY. — Pewsey  Schools.  Closed  owing  to  there  being  several  cases  of  scabies,  from  May  7th 
to  May  25  th. 

Y. — Everleigh  School.  Closed  June  22nd  ;  re-opened  July  14th,  owing  to  outbreak  of  mumps. 

YI. _ Pewsey  Schools.  Were  again  closed,  on  account  of  an  epidemic  of  whooping  cough  and 

measles,  from  August  3rd  to  September  23rd.  There  are  still,  January  26th,  1905, 
several  cases  of  measles  in  the  town. 

YII. — Oare  School.  Closed  from  October  6th  to  November  7th  for  measles. 

YIII. — Collingbourne  School.  Closed  from  November  1st  to  November  21st,  in  consequence 
of  whooping  cough. 

IX. — Milton  School.  Closed  on  account  of  measles  from  November  11th  to  December  5th. 
Total,  212  days  closed  on  account  of  epidemic  diseases. 

There  have  been  thirty-five  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified,  being  one  more  than  in  1903; 
of  these  cases  1  was  small  pox,  3  diphtheria,  6  erysipelas,  21  scarlet  fever,  2  enteric  fever,  and  2 
Continued  fever. 

The  small  pox  case  occurred  at  Brimstone  Btotom,  and  was  an  imported  one. 

Of  the  diphtheria  cases  2  were  in  Pewsey,  and  of  a  mild  type;  the  other  was  at  Tidworth,  and 
proved  fatal. 

The  cases  of  erysipelas  were  distributed  as  follows : — 1  Collingbourne  Kingstone,  1  Pewsey 
Workhouse,  1  Wootton  Rivers,  1  Fittleton,  1  Chisenbury,  and  1  Chute.  All  cases  were  of  the 
simple  cutaneous  type,  and  recovered. 

Scarlet  fever:— Pewsey,  3  ;  Manningford,  1 ;  Burbage,  6  ;  North  Tidworth,  11.  All  recovered. 
Enteric  fever:— Wootton  Rivers,  1;  Burbage,  1.  The  2  cases— both  of  which  occurred  in 
aged  people— died,  as  also  did  the  case  of  F.  Bailey,  of  Pewsey,  who  contracted  the  disease  in 

November,  1903,  and  died  on  May  7th,  1904.  ( 

Continued  fever Burbage,  1 ;  Collingbourne  Ducis,  1.  The  Burbage  case  was  at  East  bands, 

and  proved  fatal. 

One  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  increased  number  of  deaths  in  the  district  is  that  measles 
accounted  for  11  deaths,  whereas  in  the  previous  year  no  death  was  attributed  to  that  cause. 
Forty-one  deaths  are  also  registered  as  due  to  heart  disease  as  against  27  in  1903. 

The  scheme  for  a  public  water  supply  to  Pewsey  has  made  little  progress  during  the  past 
year ;  this  is  to  be  regretted  as  I  feel  confident  that  the  public  health  of  the  town  would  be  much 

improved  by  a  good  and  plentiful  supply  of  pure  water.  .  .  .  . 

During  the  latter  part  of  August  and  in  September  the  district  was  systematically  inspected 
by  Dr.  Fletcher,  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  he  visiting  the  farmyards,  dairies,  and  cottages  m 
all  the  villages,  and  inspecting  the  wells.  In  many  cases  I  accompanied  him,  and  when  not  able 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  assisted  him.  At  present  I  have  not  received  a  copy  of  Ins  report. 
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Scavenging.  The  state  of  the  streets  in  Pewsey  leaves  much  to  be  desired,  in  summer  time 
there  is  much  dust  and  also  quantities  of  dirty  paper  lying  about  the  streets,  in  winter  water  lies 
in  the  gutters  often  for  days  at  a  time,  and  in  my  opinion  this  is  one  of  the  causes  of  the  long 
continuance  of  the  epidemic  of  measles  from  which  we  have  been  suffering ;  in  addition  it  produces 
an  untidy  and  neglected  aspect  in  general.  The  streets  are  rarely  scraped  or  brushed  up  more  than 
once  a  week,  and  then  in  a  most  inefficient  manner. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  cottages  at  Bell  Street,  Ludgershall,  was  fully  gone  into  and  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  investigate  and  remedy  the  defects  found. 

The  Sanitary  Work  done  during  the  past  year  was  as  follows : — No.  of  cases  inquired  into, 
92  ;  houses  cleaned  and  disinfected,  12  ;  there  were  10  new  cottages  erected,  2  at  Chute,  2  at 
Manningford  Bruce,  2  at  Woodborough,  and  1  each  at  Bottlesford,  Collingbourne  Kingston, 
Southgrove,  and  Milton ;  several  cottages  at  Alton  Priors  were  repaired  and  much  improved ; 
1  W.C-  was  repaired  and  supplied  with  a  flush  cistern. 

Privies  and  Ashpits.  Seventeen  additional  ones  were  provided,  7  converted  into  pail  closets, 
and  4  repaired. 

Scavenging.  Fifteen  privies  and  16  portable  receptacles  were  cleansed,  and  16  dust  receptacles 
provided. 

Water  Supply.  Five  new  wells  were  sunk,  4  cleaned  out,  and  7  samples  taken  for  analysis. 

Slaughterhouses.  Seven  were  inspected  and  cleansed. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.  There  are  now  108  on  the  register  under  supervision,  the  registration 
had  been  previously  neglected. 

Twenty-eight  factories,  workshops,  and  bakeries  were  inspected  and  certified  for  limewashing 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

There  has  been  no  action  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  nor  under  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act  during  the  past  year  by  the  Council. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

EDWARD  W.  PAYMENT,  M.B.,  C.M.B.  Sc., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


C.  H.  WOODWARD,  MACHINE  PRINTER,  DEVIZES. 


